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exchang visits atd study tours to Denmark are arranged 

for Cit Corporatlons and specialist groups. Twinning 

links are established and assistance given to further 

! activittes tending to improve and extend relations 

between Denmark and Great Britain. 

Special attention is given to the work of British-
I 

DaLish ~ocieties, and contact with these can be made , 

thro~gh:the Institute or through the Confederation of 

Scand~,avian Societies of Great Britain and Ireland, 

8 Nunrc~'d Avenue, Leeds 17. The Danish-Scottish 

Societycf Edinburgh meet at the Institute once a 

month. I 
A fPecl~l feature in the work of the Danish 

J;nsti ture is ',',he extensive programme of international 

geminar on a v~riety of subjects. In the summer of 

i973 th' progra~U1.~~ includes seminars on social welfare, , 

care oflthe aged, 0anish gardens, Danish design, Scan

dinaViaf' architectur~ and landscape architecture, 

communi y and morality, the importance of small com

munitie and a course for instructors in Danish. 

I 
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SCANDINAVIAN BOOKS 
"j 

IN THE NATIONAL LIBRARY OF SCOTLAND
 

Isabel Henderson
 

The Library has a large collection of scandin~vian 
I 

books in the Humanities. This includes: 
I 

1. All British publications with Scandinavian 
\

interest. These are deposited in the Lifrary undelr 

statutory regulations and new publicationF are gene~al

ly available for use in the Library three to four lbnths 

after publication. 

2. Antiquarian books (published before 1900). 

The Library of the Faculty of Advocates (which became 

the National Library after 1925) acquired in 1819 a 

fine collection of Scandinavian books assembled by the 

Icelandic scholar Grimur Thorkelin. TLe collection 

is particularly rich in early printings of the Icel,andic 
I 
I 

sagas, early legal codices, topography, run')logy, b,allad 

h' I,collections, early periodical literature and' 
. lsto410

I

graphy. 

On this foundation the National Library bu}'s 

antiquarian books that supplement the eXifting mai::e ial, 

or which have Scottish or typographic int~rest. ~ 

The Library has just received the first rolls i 

a microfilm series that will eventually cover all Swedish 
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books printed before 1700 as listed in the Swedish 

National Bibliography. A similar series of micro

films is available for early Danish and Icelandic 

booksj and these, are being considered for purchase. 

A Norwegian series is also planned. 

Books in' the Humanities published in Denmark, 

eroes, Fikland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden. 

of these ~re written in the language of origin, 

me are in English.) These books have been 

systematically ever since funds became avail

able after 1925. The bulk of the purchasing is in 

the ffelds of literature <texts and criticism) and 

history (sources and studies). The Library has also 

dictibnaries of many types, national bibliographies,
I •
 
I '
 

natiohal encyclopaedias, di?tionaries of national 

bioliography, subject and author bibliographies, and 

manl other basic works of reference. The Library 

subscribes to three Scandinavian daily newspapers 

and tf ne,arlY fifty Scandinavian periodicals, includ

ing all (he major literary and historical journals. 

A limIted number of books on art and architecture, 

folk- ore al\? tte Social Sciences are also purchased. 

onograp~s in category 3 can be borrowed for a 

periof of a mo~th, but only for use within other 

librafies. Librarians in Scotland can apply on 

behalf of their readers directly to the National 

Libra*y. This should provide a speedy service. 
! 
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Monographs in category 1 which Jre now ou of 

print can also be borrowed, but librarians should 

make requests for these through the S~ottish Central 

Library. Older studies and criticism and tra~slatio~ 
of Scandinavian writers belong to this class of material 

but many books go out of print in two or three'years 

so that quite recent books may be available 
, 
for

I 
loan. 

, 
Material out of copyright and single periodical art

icles can be purchased in Xerox form. 

Publications which may be of help in indicating 

the range of the collection are: ! 
I

1. Scandinavia. A catalogue of an exhibition held 

in 1970. 350 items are described covering al+ aspects 

of the collection. 45p. 
I 

2. ~gn Accessions List. Free bn request. Thi 

list appears weekly and at present contains all recent 

library accessions published abroad since 1900. The 

amount of Scandinavian material listed varies consider

ably from list to list. Sample back numbers can be 

sent to anyone who would like to find out Whether this 

list is relevant to his interests. 

3. A list of Scandinavian periodicals in the National 

ILibrary. Free on request. 

l, . k . d th hiIn general Reader s T~c ets are ~ssue to ose w 0 

cannot find the material they require elsewhere! - and 
,I 
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this Iwill frequently be the case with books in the 

scan1inavian languages. Space imposes some restrict

i"ns in the issue of 6-month tickets and eligibility 

fo~ tihese tickets depends on a number of circumstances. 

about tickets should be made in the Library 

or b~ letter to the Librarian. 

Th~, staff in charge of Scandinavian purchasing 

will Ibev8ry pleased to give help personally or by 

lett~r on ~ny ,candinavian matter. They would also 

welc~me sugg,~stions for purchases. Norwegian and 

Dani~h queries should be addressed to Dr. Isabel 
I 

Hende,rson, Swedi.sh and Finnish queries to Mr. Stephen 

Holland and Icelandic queries to Mrs Elizabeth Thomson. 

i NORTHERN STUDIES 
IN THE NATIONAL MUSEUM OF ANTIQUITIES OF SCOTLAND 

EDINBURGH 

John Baldwin 

The National Museum is concerned with man in 

Scot]and - tracing his evolution from earliest times 

to the present day. In the later periods, this ex

tendsl beyond aiChaeOlogical investigation to histor

ical,: literary and linguistic study, and work with 

fiel~ informants. Study is related primarily to 

thf; ~aterial objects - man's tools, techniques and
! . 

what he has produced.,
'. 
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Archaeological excavation, in conjui:lction with 

the Department of the Environment, was re-ttarte 

last summer at Skara Brae, Orkney, in an attempt Ito 

reconstruct further aspects of the way-of-life 0 

the settlement and to obtain a more general picture
I 

of the Orkney environment around 2000 B.C. This 

continues in 1973, and involves co-operation with 

individuals and institutions in England and Scotlano 

in the analysis of the excavated material. There 

is also regular contact with qualified teams from 

elsewhere - the Norwegian party operating at West-
I 

ness on Rousay; groups and individualsIfrom South
, I

hampton, Belfast and Cambrldge at Quant~rness, on 

Foula, and in North Uist; the University of EdiJ-
I 

burgh at Buckquoy. Several of these projects ate 
concerned with Norse settlement sites. Hork in 

Sutherland, Caithness and Orkney by the univerSi Y 

of Glasgow, the country Life Section of the Nat'onal 

Museum and the Royal Commission on the Ancient a d 

Historical Monuments of Scotland, has confirmed the 

1 
I 

continuation of building types into the 18th and 19th 

centuries, leading in turn to re-appraisals of 

Roussell's work in the 1930s. 
i 

In the later mediaeval and modern periods, a 
comparison of painted decoration in buildings in' 

Scotland and Scandinavia, for instance, or of silver 
I 
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