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~he pottery 1vidence, in the form of the cooking pot 

s::erds may help the identification as far as dating 

is I~concerned but no structural remains can be dated 

on tteir appearance. The last record of a bishop 

in resodence was in 1566 and by 1726 the castle was 

'wh lly	 .in ruins I • 

Much more excavation needs to be undertaken to 
I 

determine the complete plan of the castle and the 

nat~re of th~ buildings within it. Excavation in 

depth is requi:i~ed to obtain an idea of the date range 

of occupation. The occurrence in the cliff section 

of middens beneath wall foundations may point to pre-
i 

castle occupation. Little has been done archaeologic

alIt to gain an idea of contacts between the north of 

Scotland and the rest of Britain and beyond - Bishop's 

Castle, scrab~ter, could well prove to be of great 

imp1rtance for this. 

I wish to acknowledge the help of the officials 

e Ancient Monuments Inspectorate, my full-time 

volunteer help - Messrs. Donald MacRae, Neil Murray 

and Michael Ryan and Miss Eileen Scott - and the 

assistance rendered to me by members of the Caithness 

Field Club and other interested friends in the local-

it} . 
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CONFERENCES 

1. Scandinavia and European Integration - the Response 

to the	 Institutions. 
i 

The aim of the conference is to examine (the 

relationship of the Scandinavian ~ountries ;to 

present West European institutions, 

the European Communities. 

March 26th and 

University. 

2. Orkney in the Saga Period 

Organized by the Scottish Society for Nor,.hern 

Studies. Tours to Skara Brae and other sites 

Papers will include contributions from Ian ~orrison 

on 'Viking Sea-routes with special reference to 

Jarlshof', John Baldwin on 'Sea bird Fowling in 

the North of Scotland and Faroe', and Ted Cowan 

on 'Orkneyinga Saga'. 

April 2nd ~ 7th. The conference will be h~ld 

in Orkney. 

3.	 Summer Seminar on the Faroes \ 

In co-operation with the Reside~tial COIIJge 

of Adult Education on the Faroes, Interstudy Ltd., 

15 Young Street in Edinburgh, offers a 3-weeR 

summer course from July 22nd to August 12th, 1973. 

'~ 

i 

i
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,The	 course will take place in Torshavn, capital 

of the Faroes, at the Residential College under 

he leadership of the principal, Mr. Steinbjorn 

acobsen. 

The	 programme consists of a number of intro

uctqry lectures on the geolpgy and nature, archeo~ 

ogy	 and history, economic and social life and 

iterature and arts of the Faroes, followed up by 

iscussions and group work, evenings with repres

I:'ntatives for different sides of life on the islands
I ' 
~,d	 a number of afternoon outings and day tours. 
I	 . 
Wea,her permitting, visits will be paid to the 

islar"is of Stregrnoy, suduroy, Mykines and Bardoy. I 
The FaJoes are part of Denmark, but enjoy 

~xtensiv:~ bome rule. They have their own history, 

their own'language, their own art and culture, 

P1eir ,own e.ag. In spite of the recent modern 

I-evelopment the Faroese people has retained much 

f the original Nordic culture now lost elsewhere 

n Scandinavia, and a visit to the Faroes thus 

ffers a valuable introduction to the North for 

he one not yet familiar with Scandinavia as well 

rs an opportunity to obtain furth~r background 

1nowledge for the more experienced traveller. 

I Further information, price, etc. may be obtained 

from the INTERSTUDY office, but only on the basisi	 . 
~f written inquiries. 
i 

.- . -_._. .. - _. -'-' '-'.'---'---" 
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EXCAVATIONS 

\1. KNAP OF HOWER, Papa Westray, Orkney : Augu~t 18th _: 
, , 

September 7th, for the Department of the Environment 

by Dr Anna Ritchie. 'A Pictish Domestic Jettlemen~?' 

2.	 BISHOP'S CASTLE, Scrabster, Caithness : Au~ust 6t 

27th by Mr. Eric Talbot, Dept. of Archaeolol
 

Glasgow University.
 

3. CAMSTER LONG CAIRN, Caithness : June 11th  September 

11th by Dr. J. X. W. P. Corcoran, Dept. of Archaeo

logy, Glasgow University. 

BOOKS 

1. EYRBYGGJA SAGA, Vol. 2 in the New Saga Library, will 
I 

be published in April by Southside (Publishe~'s) Ltd.' 

This new English translation is by Hermann ~al~son 

and Paul Edwards. 

2.	 SWEDEN, by Irene Scobbie, is one of the lat~st in \ 

the Nations of the Modern World series publ~shed 

by Ernest Benn Ltd. at £3. 

These books will be reviewed in the next issue of 

NORTHERN STUDIES. 
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