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has over the last four years worked out with her 

elementary classes a Swedish Grammar-Reader for 

University Beginners which is now in its defin

itive (stencilled) form and which is proving more 

su,table for our purposes than the published text

books. 1 
The Uni ersity of Newcastle is engaged at 

sent in choosing a Professor of Scandinavian 

St1dies who will take over the Scandinavian respon

siiilities that have been mine since the Department 

came into being under its present name in 1946. 

I In addition to the new Professor the Scandin
I 

a ...ian Section looks like having as teaching staff 
I 

fr0m October 1973: a lecturer in Danlsh, a lecturer 

in;Ncrwegian, two lecturers in Swedish, a lecturer 

in Gel·"1.an and Swedish whose main work is in the 

German ~'ection, a Norwegian lector and three lan

guage-ass;.stants distributed in accordance with 
i 

the varying. demand for the three languages. 
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SCANDINAVIAN STUDIES AT ABERDEEN 
I 

UNIVERSITY 
i 

Irene Scobbie 

The Department of Swedish (which from October 

1973 will be styled The Department of Scandinavian 

Studies) at Aberdeen University began modestly short

ly after World War II and by 1950 was offering 
I 

Ordinary M.A~ degree courses in Swedish language 
I 

and literature. It is now possible to take SW1diSh 

as part of an Ordinary degree course at bO'~::h Ordinary 
I 

and Advanced level. These courses aim at goi.virig
I 

students a sound knowledge of modern spoken and 

wri tten Swedish and of Swedish literature and c,nture 

of the 19th and 20th centuries. Therj are als 

Honours courses in "Swedish Studies" comprising 

history and structure of the scandinavlan languages; 

Old Icelandic; Swedish literature from runic s~ones 
to the present day and Norwegian and Danish literature 

from 1800. In addition there are joint Honours 

courses in English-Swedish; German-Swedish.; French

Swedish and - as from 1973 - Swedish-Politics and 

Swedish-International Relations. There are alqo 

non-graduating elementary courses in Norwegian Jnd 
I 

Swedish for beginners. I 
There are four members of staff: Miss I. Scobbie, 

i 
M.A., Senior Lecturer and Head of Department, wno 

specialises in modern Swedish literature; Mr. P.I A. 



I 14 

i
Grave's, M.A. , clrrentlY working on a Ph.D. thesis 

enti t~<od "Jan Fridegard and the Swedish Autobiograph

ical wri'":ers of the 30s"; Mrs. H. Forsas-Scott (fil. 

mag. ~oth(:nburg) working on an M. Litt. thesis on modern 

drama; and ;1r. Odd Standal (Cand. Mag., Bergen) current

ly studying Norwegian dialects of the 13th century. 

Br. E. Alistair Smith, a member of the Geography
I 

Department speci.,lises in Scandinavian geography and 

kindli gives a course of lectures to students in the 

Department of Scandi.navian Studies. Similarly, Mr. 

Clive the Politics Department, specialises 

in Scandinavian politics and assists the Department 

of sctndinavian:Studies when called upon. 

jtudent numbers are small, on average about 30 

studelts, in alt, from beginners up to Honours students. 

There is also one full-time postgraduate student, 

Miss Janet M. Scott, whose Ph.D. thesis has the pro

visional title The Scandinavian "Collective" novel. 

Throughout Aberdeen University there are members 

Jf staff with specialised knowledge of some aspect of 

Scandinavian culture, certain members, for instance, 

of '"hi Departments of Geography, Politics, Forestry, 

Englllh, German and of the Faculty of Medicine. We 

hope ~~ be able to bring these members together shortly 

to fo:dm','\ Scandinavian Studies group which would arrange 

semin various Scandinavian topics. It is hoped 
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that such a group would attract members not just from 

Aberdeen University but from other Scottish universities 

and from Schools and Institutes of Higher Educatiol

l 
THE DANISH INSTITUTE
 

Arne Hyldkrog
 

The Danish Institute in Great Britain is 

situated in Edinburgh, the capital of Scotland. A 

its premises in 3 Doune Terrace it houses a library 

of Danish handbooks, literature and periodicals and 

a collection of films, slides and exhibitions, open 

to use by the public free of charge. Course~ in the 
I 

Danish language and literature are organized, a5SiSj

ance is given to teachers of Danish allover Bri t."lin, 

and an extensive lecture service is Offerjd to soc::'Fties 

and institutions. I 
In co-operation with Edinburgh University series 

of lectures are frequently organized at the InstitUte 

in Edinburgh or in provincial towns, and in 

a number of Danish Evenings with lectures and filmsl, 

concerts and exhibitions are arranged throughout th 

year. Travelling exhibitions are occasionally avail 

able. 

Through the main office in Copenhagen special 

. I
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