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This tune is printed in a book of fiddle music compiled by John Bowie, a Perth-

based musician (Bowie 1789). Bowie may have composed some of the tunes, but in
common with other late eighteenth-century musicians he collected and included
older and popular tunes: 'The Crieff Meeting' may be one of these.
The title of the tune suggests a connestion with an event held in Crieff. This may

have been a social meeting with music and dancing, or even a sports meeting - a fore-
runner of nineteenth-century Highland Gatherings and Games - in which foot and
horse races were popular events. However, there may be an alternative connection;
one in which socialising and entertainment undoubtedly played a significant part,
more·so if the tune may also have been known as 'TheCrieff TRYST'.In Scots the
word 'Tryst' was used to denote an agreement, a solemn bargain or mutual pledge; in
turn it came to mean an appointed meeting, an agreed resignation or rendezvous;
and ultimately a market for the sale of livestock (Scottish National Dictionary, ix,
430-3). Could this tune then be a musical illustration of the road and the miles to
Crieff which culminated in a meeting of people about cattle?
Several fairs were held in Crieff throughout the year but this paper will only

discuss the 'Highland Fair' originally held on 29 September, or 10 October after the
Gregorian calendar reforms of the mid-eighteenth century were introduced. The
'Highland Fair' or 'Michaelmas Fair' as it was also named, played an important part
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in theeconomiclife of Scotlandfor aconsiderablepartof theeighteenthcentury.As
late as 1761 the Fair was advertisedas 'the greatestin Scotlandfor black cattle'
(EdinburghAlmanack 1761). It becamenoted for the saleof young black cattle
rearedin the Highlandsand suitedto a few months'fattening in Englandbefore
slaughter.Until the dominanceof this marketwasbrokenby the riseof the Falkirk
Tryst in thesecondhalfof theeighteenthcentury,it attractedsellersfrom all overthe
ScottishHighlandsandbuyersfrom asfar afield asEngland.

In spiteof thegreatnationalimportanceof theMichaelmasFair,very little - apart
from thedescriptionscontainedin theOld andNew StatisticalAccounts- is known
aboutits historicalbackground(Marwick 1890,36-7).Haldane'sclassicstudyof the
droveroadsin Scotlandwhich mainly dealswith the period 1700-1857toucheson
the causesunderlying the rise and fall of the Crieff Fair, but inevitably borrows
a substantialamountof information from the printed parish accounts(Haldane
1952). Sincepublicationof Haldane'sbook over forty yearsago new sources,in
particular local family and estaterecords,havebecomenlore easily availablefor
study andshifts in emphasisof views aboutnationaleconomicdevelopmenthave
emergedin historical circles. In the contextof thesechangingcircumstancesand
ideas,somerevisionandreassessmentof Haldane'sdiscussionisperhapsnecessary.

This papersetsout to piece togethera picture of the MichaelmasFair from
the surviving historical recordsand on the way considersa numberof important
questions- How old wastheFair?Why did it prosper?Why did it decline?- before
reachingan importantcrossroads:a re-evaluationof Crieff and Falkirk's role as
seventeenth-centurycattlemarketcentres.

Ourrecognitionof thenationalsignificanceof theMichaelmasFairis largelybased
on the numberof cattle sold in the early part of the eighteenthcentury. Macky
visited'theHighlandFairof Crieff' ashecalledit, in 1723,andestimatedupwardsof
30,000cattlefrom theHighlandshadchangedhands,mostboughtby Englishbuyers
(Macky 1732,190).Macky'sestimatemaybeno wild exaggerationbecauseanother
traveller,RobertForbes,the Episcopalbishopof RossandCaithnessencountered
a sizeablenumberof beasts,headedfor the town, in 1762(Craven1886,235-7).
TheBishopnotedin histraveljournalhow hemeteightdrovestotalling 1200beasts
at Dalwhinnie,followed by anotherdrovea mile-long in theDrumochterPassand
300morebeastsrestingat themouthof Loch Garry. His accountnot only helpsto
emphasisethevolumeof thecattletraffic passingthroughthedistrictsof Badenoch
andAtholl up to amonthbeforetheFairatCrieff, butalsoshowsthattheHighland
droversmovedtheir cattlesouthwardsat aslow, leisurelypacewith everyintention
of maintainingandevenimprovingtheconditionof theanimalsbeforemarket.

TheAnglo-Scottishcattle-tradewasoneof thefew sectorsof theScottisheconomy
to benefitfrom theUnionsettlementof 1707.In theimmediateaftermathof the1745
Rising the raisingof cattlewhich formedthe mainstayof the Highlandcommercial
economymay havesufferedasa resultof the destructivemilitary forcesthatwere
unleashedonHighlandsocietyandland.However,livestock-raisingmusthavemade
a speedyrecoverybecauseit hasbeensuggestedthatmajorpolitical troublesin the
countryfailed to disruptseriouslythe trans-Bordercattletradeandthe role played
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by Crieff (Haldane1952, 137). Indeed,the eighteenthcenturyas a whole is often
viewed asa time of expansionof cattle exports,when numbersincreasedto keep
pacewith feedingagrowingpopulationin LondonandEnglishprovincialtowns,and
stockingArmy and Naval storeswith saltedbeef(Haldane1952,172-3,177). The
numberofcattlesoldin Crieff however,nevermatchedthe60,000beastsputforward
at Falkirk towardsthe endof the century(Haldane1952,205). But evenafter the
greatdaysof the Michaelmasmarketwereover, the Fair remainedaneventwhere
around1000Highlandhorsesweresoldaswell asa similar numberof locally reared
and fattenedcattle,usually to Scottishgraziersandbutchers.Droversstill brought
around10,000cattlethroughthetownontheirwaysouthwardsto Falkirk, reminding
the town of its former associationswith cattle bred farther afield in the Scottish
Highlands(Marwick 1890,36).

Table I: CrietTOccupationalStructure1716

Maltman 1 Shoemaker 3 Merchant 6
Brewer 8 Glover 1 Chapman 1
Baxter 1 Weaver 2
Flesher 2 Tailor 1 Notary

Smith 2 Writer
Armourer 1
Glazier 1 Indwellers 7
Mason I Widows 3
Wigmaker I
Barber 3
Surgeon I
Cadger 1

The numberand rangeof servicespresentin early eighteenth-centuryCrieff did
not rival thoseavailablein manyold-establishedburghs,yetasTable1illustratesthe
town managedto find enoughbusinessfor a few specialisedtradesmensuchasan
armourer,a glazieranda wigmakerbefore1716.Brewing,satisfyinga moreevery-
day need,was a major activity. The eight brewers,who also probablykept inns,
along with the maltman, baker and two butchersserved the town's small craft
communityof shoemakers,weavers,metalworkers,gloverandtailor, andof course
thevisitorsto theannually-heldfairs. Thegroupof merchants,someof whomtraded
in skinsandhides,andthetown'snotaryandwriter, morethanlikely provideduseful
contactsandagentsfor financial andlegal work, connectedwith thebusinessof the
fairs.

The saleof cattle at the MichaelmasFair generateda supply of money in the
town, out of all proportionto its size. At the time of his visit Macky estimatedthat
over£33,000wasin circulation(Macky 1732,190).Between1725and1750thetown
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developedfunctionsmoreusuallyassociatedwith anationalfinancialcentre.In 1730
staff from the Royal Bankof Scotlandin Edinburghweresentto Crieff to receive
cashandputnotesworth£3,000into circulation(Haldane1952,137).Bailie Steuart,
a leadingmerchantin Inverness,wrote to William McLeodof Ebostat theMichael-
masFair in 1734, instructingMcLeod to bring homecredit bills, not readymoney
(Mackay 1915,386). Undoubtedly,the useof notesand bills was a saferway of
transferringcapitalandassetsaroundthosepartsof thecountrywherehigh risksof
robbery andtheftexisted.But aswell asfinancialinstitutionsandbusinesses,theFair
at Crieff wasalso an importantdate in the financial calendarfor individuals. The
proceedsof thecattlesalesraisedmoneyfor Highlandlandownersto settledebtsand
arrangecredit,sometimesimmediatelyin Crieffmerchants'housesandinns,or afew
dayslaterin Edinburgh(Mackay1915,339,361,385,388,401,408).

Written sourcessuch as estateaccountsand barony court regulationsprovide
invaluableinformationto piecetogethera picture,but they lack the atmosphereof
fairs as peoplewent about their business,that painterssuccessfullycaptureon
canvas.Any fair, thoughaninfrequentevent,hadto beaswell-organisedasaweekly
marketespeciallywherelargenumbersof peopleconvened.The MichaelmasFair
openedwith a greattheatricalshow,intendedasmuchasa feastfor theeyesof the
droversanddealersasfor the local people.

Beforehisenforcedexile to Francefor hispartin theForty-FivetheDukeof Perth
held a court formally instituting the Fair, followed by a processionof the market
guardin which herodeat theheadaroundtheprecinctsof the marketplaceandhis
other property in the town (Marwick 1890,37). Earlier recordsof the 1710sand
1720ssuggestthat the marketguardindeedplayeda majorpart in theproceedings.
The marketguard, usually formed of tenantsfrom the Perth landsaroundLoch
Earnside,wasselectedseveraldaysbeforethe Fair whenthefactorcalleda barony
courtatMeuvie.Theguardcomprisedthreecompaniesof men,dressedin 'highland
cloth' andarmedwith halberds.Therewere ten menin eachcompany,eachcom-
mandedby acaptainwhowasprobablychosenasmuchfor hisability tospeakGaelic
andEnglishashisability to giveorders.Onthemorningof theFair theguardusually
assembledat theBridgeof Turretbeforeit marchedup to Milnab or Galvelmoreto
receiveinstructions(SROGD24/1/781/10;GD160/41/vii/lO;GD160/41/vii/14).The
guard'sduty wasto providemorethanan air of pageantryat theFair; it maintained
law andorderin andaroundthemarket,anot altogethereasytaskamongcrowdsin
a high-spiriteQmood.

Moneywasincreasinglyusedto payrentsin rural areasaftertheestablishmentof
local marketsandfairs. Theyalsohelpedto generateacashincomefor landowners
throughthepaymentof customtolls onsoldgoods,andsometimesonboughtgoods
aswell.

At small, local fairs businessmay not havebeensufficiently brisk to introduce
tariffs, but at large, well-attendedfairs suchas the MichaelmasFair the revenue
from thetolls couldbesubstantial.At theMichaelmasFaircattlesellerspaid13s.4d.
Scotsfor every20 beastsbroughtto the market,approximately8d. Scotsperhead
(SROE7771221/1(2)).This moneywasusuallycollectedon the day of the Fair but
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attemptsweremadein the decliningyearsof the Fair to uplift paymenteightdays
beforeandafter the Fair day, so thatdroverswho weresimply passingthroughthe
town would be liable to paythe toll (SROE777/220/7(1È.Upwardsof twenty men
were employedto collect the tariffs, strategicallyplacedon the roadsleadinginto
Crieff. Oneof the collectingstationswason the main roadnearMonzie,makingit
difficult for Highlandtraffic travelling souththroughthe Sma'Glen to evadepay-
ment(SROE777/222/3(2);E777/222/3(4)). Faircustomsnotonly becameanintegral
partof anestaterentalbut alsoattractedindividualsto bid for theright to collectthe

.revenue.
Haldanesuggestedthat the HighlandFair at Crieff mayhaveexperiencedarapid

rise in its fortunes(Haldane1952,136);however,theextentto which this mayhave
happenedis difficult to determinebecauseof theseriousgapsin therentalevidence.
It seemslikely that the rapid rise, if it happened,probablyoccurredbetween1717
and1734.Diagram1showsthat in 1717all thefairs on thePerthEstatewerevalued
at £25 Sterlingor £300Scots,with the highestproportionof this valuealmostcer-
tainly derivedfrom the profits of the MichaelmasFair at Crieff. Evenin 1763in the
earlyyearsof its declinethis fair still accountedfor over800/0of thetolls collectedin
that year (SRO E777/220/2).By 1734 the rental v-alue of the Fair had jumpedto
nearly£67,a figure, however,still well shortof themaximumfigure of £83recorded
in 1755. The successof a fair could also be the sourceof its downfall, more so if
landownersgavefreedomto theCustomCollecterto fix tariff rates.In 1761drovers
stayedaway from the MichaelmasFair after the introductionof a tariff on cattle
enteringthemarketandanotheron all soldcattle,in effectan attemptto doublethe
custom income (SRO E777/220/1;E777/221/1(2È.The intention of the Custom
Collectermayhavebeento recoupswiftly his initial financialoutlay,but his actions
backfiredwith damagingrepercussionsfor the future of the Fair. By 1770the roup
valueof theFair haddroppedto £50,andeventhis wasstill considerablymorethan
the£32collectedin toll receipts(SROE777/220/4(1È!

Undoubtedlythe hey-dayof the MichaelmasFair belongedto the eighteenth
century,but establishingits dateof foundationandchartingits subsequentgrowth
maynot besostraightforwardasmayseemat first. Theearliestknownreferenceso
far to theactualsaleof cattleat theFairis in anuninterestingletterofconfirmationto
anEdinburghlawyerdated30September1702,thedayaftertheFair (SRO00221/
Bundle1). By 1709ViscountStormontof Sconepurchasedasmanyas232beastsat
the Fair and wintered them on his estatenearRuthwell in Dumfriesshire,before
sendingthem off to Norfolk for sale the next summer(Earl of Mansfield MSS,
Bundle590).

The fair is considerablyolder than theserecordssuggestthough its national
prominencemay have beena comparativelylate development.In 1672 the Scots
ParliamentconfirmedtheEarlof Perth'sright astheheritableStewardof Strathearn
to hold a weekly marketandthreefairs including the MichaelmasFair in the town
(Marwick 1890,36).A weekly markethadcertainlyflourishedherefor at leastthe
previousfifty years;by 1614an unofficial Thursdaymarketwas held aroundthe
parishkirk, andprobablywas in existencebeforethe endof the sixteenthcentury
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Diagram1. MichaelmasFair Rents
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(Murray of Dollerie MSS, Bundle 6/2). In 1584 fairs alreadyoperatedin Crieff,
Fowlis WesterandDunning,undoubtedlyusingtheirproximity to churchesto draw
trade(RPC,iii, 690). Theextentto which thesefairs servedonly the parishandthe
immediatelocal areais uncertainbut interventionby the Privy Council to ban the
fairs - in orderto containthespreadof plaguein 1584- perhapshintsthatthesefairs
had assumeda wider regional tradingimportancebeforethe endof the sixteenth
century. In the caseof the MichaelmasFair, it tried if not succeededin attracting
buyersandsellersfrom fartherafield by the 1630s,with its inclusionin a printedlist
of nationalfairs (Prognosticationfor this yearesinceChristsbirth 1632).

Cattletradingat the earliestMichaelmasFairsmaynot havebeenon thescaleof
the laterFairs,but mostprobablyit would havebeendifficult to detectnoticeable
differencesin thedrovingmethodsandtechniquesusedto drive thecattleto market.
A drover from the Flodigarryand KingsburghEstatesin north Skye describedto
BishopForbeshow everydrovehadup to four menandsomeboysto look afterthe
cattle.He alsoinformedtheBishopthatwhenthedrovewaslargeit wasthecustom
to subdividetheanimalsinto smallergroups,makingit easierto handlethecattlein
narrowpassesandon bridges.The cattlecoveredup to twelve milesa day though
the actualdistancemust havevaried with the terrain and the weatherconditions.
Droversrarelypushedtheirbea'stshardallowingthemto grazeastheymovedalong,
and usuallystoppedtheir animalsfor a mid-day rest after four hourson the hoof.
Evenwhereinnswereavailable,mostdroversperhapssleptoutsidein theopenair
andwatchedthecattle(Craven1886,236--7;Haldane1952,35).

In theeighteenthcenturycattlefrom SkyereachedtheCrieffFairbywayof Kintail
andtheneitherby LochaberandRannoch,or BadenochandAtholl (Haldane1952,
84; Craven1886,235-7). Theserouteswerealso usedin the seventeenthcentury
exceptthat the journeyto marketcontinued southof Crieff. Estateaccountsshow
that cattle droverson the DunveganEstatein 1670incurred at Sconser,
Kyle, Kintail, Glen Garry, Glen Ouaich,Sheriffmuir, Dunblane,Stirling andFal-
kirk: Crieff is conspicuousby its absencefrom thelist of places(Macleod1938,210).
Map 1attemptsto illustratetheroutesthatmayhavebeenused.Thereconstruction
of the journeyis of interestnot leastbecausesomemembersof the party seemto
havesplit upfrom themainbodyandthecattle,andsailedfrom Sconserto Kyle. This
mostprobablywasthelaird, whoevenin thelatereighteenthcenturywasmorelikely
to travel independentlyandseldomrejoinedhis drovemasterbeforethesalevenue
(Craven1886,237). Nor is the southwardjourneyon the mainlandexactlyclear.
If the Glen Garry mentionedin the list of expensesis the glen in Perthshire,the
cattle most likely followed the road by way of Glen Moriston, Fort Augustusand
Dalwhinnie. However, if it is the Glen Garry in Inverness-shire,the cattle may
havemadefor SpeanBridge, beforecrossingRannochMoor andinto Glen Lyon.
Both theseroutesmeetnorth of Crieff, and it may be that the 'Glainquaick- neir
Dunblane'is a phoneticspellingof Glen Ouaich,westof Amulreeandjust twelve
milesnorthof Crieff (Macleod1938,210). Dunblane,SheriffmuirandGlenQuey-
incidentallyanotherpossiblecontenderfor 'Glainquaick'- all lie on or neardrove
roadssouthof Crieff. It is possible,thoughunlikely, that the drove on reaching
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SpeanBridgeheadedin thedirectionof TyndrumandStirling andspentsometime
grazingon the uplandpasturesaroundSheriffmuirandGlen Queyin southPerth-
shire,recoveringfrom thetrek beforebeing.drivenon to themarketat FaJkirk.

TheDunvegandrovemusthavepassedvery closeto Crieif but by 1670the town
hadyet to developasa nationalmarket.Crieff may alreadyhave':lcted asa major
localgatheringcentrefor cattlefrom upperStrathearn,goingsouthto marketsin the
Scottish lowlandsandEngland.ThomasMorer,writing abouthis travelexperiences
in Scotlandonly sometwenty yearslater in 1689,describedhow the Highlanders
broughtdowntheir cattleto townson the.edgeof thehighlandcountryfor saleand
returnedhomewith suppliesof meal(Morer 1706,5, 12).TheEarlof Perthrealised
the potential of Crieff as a meeting-placefor Highlandersand Lowlanders,and
embarkedupondevelopinghis estatesin the vicinity of the town towards.thisend.
Shortlyafteracquiringhismarketandfair rightsin 1672hesetaboutchallengingthe
rights of a neighbouringsmall landowner,Murray of Dollerie, to hold customary
marketsandfairs aroundthe old Kirkton. Disputesabout the marketsand fairs
draggedon from 1674 to 1704, even after the ScotsParliamentrecognisedthe
Dollerie marketsandáfairs in 1681.Throughoutthe litigation the saleof mealand
victual - not cattle- in the town was the central issueof the dispute-(Murray of
Dollerie MSS,Bundle6).

In 1682 the Earl of Perthpurchasedfrom a nearrelative, GeorgeDrummond,
groundatthewestendof theKirkton andsetaboutits developmentasamarket.He
laid out a marketplace,erecteda tron andcross,and built a tolbooth which also
actedas a courthouseand prison (SRO GD160/63/17).In 1685 the further
purchasedfrom his relativethe openslopesof the Knock which becamethe cattle
stancefor theFair (SROGDI60/63/21).Theearl'seffortsto establishCrieff on the
drovers'mapseemsto havemetwith moderatesuccessbeforetheendof thecentury.
In 1692it wasestimatedthattheyearlyturnoverof tradein Crieffwasaround£6,000
Scotsor £500 Sterling (Marwick 1890, 36). In the secondhalf of the eighteenth
centurythe CustomCollecterswould stressthat mostof their incomewasderived
from thesaleof blackcattleat theMichaelmasFair, but in theseventeenthcentury
substantiallymoremeal,barley,malt,seedcprn,andhidesandskinsmayhavebeen
sold (SRO E777/220/1; E777/220/2;E777/220/4(1È.It is difficult to estimatethe
volume of cattlesold at the Fair at the endof the seventeenthcentury;as few as
600beastsmayhavebeensoldif we assumethattheaverageautumnpriceof aHigh-
landstottwasaround£10Scots.Quiteclearlyby theendof theseventeenthcentury
theEarlof Perthsuccessfullylaid thefoundationsofamarkettownandcattlemarket
thatwould takeoff in thenextcentury.

The foundation chartersof burghs protectedmarket and fair privileges and
ensuredthat the burghsenjoyeda monopolyof trade throughoutthe medieval
period. By the early seventeenthcenturya considerableamountof tradewasstill .
concentratedin suchsettlementsasPerth,CouparAngusandDunblanebut unfree
fairs andmarketsemergedin the hinterlandsof the burghs,oftenin thevicinity of
churchesasatStrageath,Crieff andKilmahog(Prognosticationfor 1632).Most of the
marketingcentresweresituatedeitherin the lowlanddistrict or alongits boundary
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with the uplands. Towards the end of the seventeenth century weekly markets and
periodic fairs, authorised by Act of Parliament, proliferated but the broad geo-
graphical distribution of earlier times remained. Maps 2-5 show that they initially
developed in the carselands of Gowrie and other eastern districts where growing
surpluses in arable farming and domestic cottage industry may have stimulated
greater commercial opportunities. After 1660 upland and highland Perthshire was
integrated into the expanding network of fairs. By 1684 a fair was advertised at
Kinloch Rannoch and by the 1720s fairs were active as far afield as Balquhidder,
Glen Lyon and Atholl. The highland fairs marketed livestock and to a lesser extent
yarn and home-produced cloth, using the cash proceeds to pay rents. In the eight-
eenth century estate factors in highland districts often waited anxiously for their
local cattle markets to uplift rents, complaining about a constant shortage of money
beforehand (Duke of Atholl MSS, Atholl Chartulary, i, 2 February 1708; Box 45 (1)
146; Box 54 (1) 227; Box 54 (1) 234; Earl ofMoray MSS, Box 8/1096). Many of these
small highland fairs, held close to main droving thoroughfares, may have originated
as local gathering centres for cattle. Opportunities inevitably arose for passing
drovers to purchase beasts but Perthshire-based droving families such as the
McLarens may have monopolised the trade, making great use of their local know-
ledge and contacts.
Why did the Michaelmas Fair thrive in a countryside dotted with numerous fairs of

roughly comparable age? Chance and circumstantial factors undoubtedly exerted an
influence, but there w.ere intrinsic factors strongly acting in Crieff's favour.
Any fair located at the interface of highland and lowland country possessed an

immediate economic advantage; in the case of Crieff it was reinforced further by
geographical advantage. For many parts of the·Sco.ttish Highlands Crieff was the
shortest distance to a lowland market. Map 6 shows clearlY.that erieff was the focus
of a number of drove roads that fanned out into the Highlands, following natural
tracks through the hills. Drove roads from the north of Scotland, from Skye and the
Western Isles, and from Morayshire, Aberdeenshire and Angus converged on the
town. Map 7 based on the surnames of drovers who passed through the town in
the early 1770s illustrates that drovers from all these areas headed for Crieff, even
if going on to a more southerly lowland market town. The town's geographical
advantages, however, were not so clear-cut for drovers from Argyll and the south-
west Highlands. Crieff was easily reached from Mull and northern Argyll but after
the upgrading of the road between Stirling and Fort William by the early 1760s (see
Map 8) drovers from these areas preferred to strike southwards at the head of Loch
Earn, instead of turning east along upper Strathearn towards Crieff. The rest of
Argyll, particularly in its more southerly parts, were more conveniently served by
Dumbarton and Falkirk, although in the great days of the Michaelmas Fair drovers
from this part of the country may have been attracted by high prices and buyers.
The availability of extensive pasture on the road and around Crieff was another

important factor in its favour. According to the author of the Old Statistical parish
account drovers paid no grazing charges along the way to market until the second half
of the eighteenth century (Marwick 1890, 36). This may have been the case in the
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northern Highlands of Scotland, but by the early 1700s grazing tolls had been intro-
duced in the southern margins of the Highlands where remote hill pastures were
increasingly used for the summer fattening of lowland oxen (Duke of Atholl MSS,
Box 45 (4) 243; Box 44 IV A6; Box 51 V 5). In the Atholl district from 1711 onwards
drovers were charged for pasturing and resting overnight on ground adjoining
traditional drove roads. These grazing tolls were collected on the. main road from
Inverness, north of Tummel Bridge, and along the south side of the Tummel valley
(Duke of Atholl MSS, Atholl Chartulary, i, 21 December 1711). Another toll point
was set up in 1712 in Glen Almond, making it difficult for North East drovers coming
across Strathbraan to avoid payment (Duke of Atholl MSS, Atholl Chartulary, i,
3September 1712). Undoubtedly this road became a popular route after the bridging
of the Almond at Newtown in the Sma' Glen after 1706 (Duke ofAtholl MSS, Box 45
(6) 27). From the outset the bridge was planned to assist the drovers at a difficult river
crossing, particularly in flood condition. Glen Almond belonged to the Atholl Estate
but the drovers from the north, west and east of the country who passed across
its extensive lands paid only one toll. Nevertheless, the payment of grazing tolls
increased the costs of droving, but their relative proportion of the droving expenses
is not known; in England where expenses were always relatively higher, grazing tolls
accounted for 670/0 of the costs incurred by a drove from Comlongon in Dumfries-
shire to the St Faith's Fair near Norwich in 1714 (Earl of Mansfield MSS, Bundle 590).
In many respects the relative locational advantage of Crieff is accentuated by the

difficulties faced by Perth in setting up a new autumn cattle market. Traditionally
Perth was an important market for south-bound cattle from Angus, Kincardine and
Aberdeenshire which did not follow the Strathbraan route. In 1670 the St Dennis
Fair was held on the outskirts of the burgh on the North Inch and Blackfriar lands
(Perth Burgh Records, B59/16/8 f.90). The Town Council responded to the limited
success of the fair by circulating advertisements as far afield as Aberdeen and
Inverness to attract 'drovemasters' and 'southern merchants' (Perth Burgh Records,
B59/16/8 f.1oo); B59/19/1/1). The Town Council also levied no custom tolls in 1671
and 1672, and again from 1674 to 1676 (Perth Burgh Records, B59/16/8 f.100;
B59/16/9 f.40). By 1687 the fair was described as 'turned altogether unprofitable
for the inhabitants' and continued custom free until 1694 (Perth Burgh Records,
B59/16/10 f.85). The sluggish nature of this Perth fair acts as a good reminder that
cattle fairs were never a guaranteed success.
Lt. John Grant of Lurg, a Scottish drover of the later eighteenth century and

a regular traveller through Crieff pinpointed a distinct break with the past that
heralded the demise of the Michaelmas Fair (SRO E777/222/8). He recalled how the
English cattle dealers deserted the town and insisted that the drovers bring the cattle
south to Falkirk in the 1760s. At the time of Macky's visit to Crieff in 1723 the town
was the terminus of the Highland drove journey, though the dealers might bargain
with the Highlanders to drive the cattle on to England for a wage of one shilling per
day (Macky 1732, 190). How did this boycott of the Michaelmas Fair come about?
The decline of the Fair probably was as swift as its rise. In many respects there is no

real surprise about the speed given that market forces prevailed and determined
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conditions. Local landowners around the town made efforts to revive the Fair in 1773
but even the offer of a new market stance on the western outskirts of the town met
with no enthusiasm for the drovers (SRO E777/220/5). The Fair, however, never
completely decayed; by the end of the century it simply became a smaller, localised
market.
Diagram 2 helps to show that between 1750 and 1760 the Fair rents followed an

overall upward trend despite the rents varying from year to year. These variations
were no straightforward reflection of the experienced difficulties; year to year
fluctuations were to be expected in a situation where rents were based on roup bids,
and roup bids in turn based on personal experience, opinion and intuition. Every
Custom Collecter expected to receive a revenue which would exceed the actual
collected tolls and the costs of administration; unfortunately what proportion of
profit constituted a satisfactory return is difficult to gauge. The crux of the trouble
experienced by the Custom Collecters from 1761 onwards was that in this period
the gap between the expected and actual toll revenues widened. The income raised
at the Fair often amounted to less that half of its roup value - for example in 1761
£40 was taken in tolls while it was rouped for £76 - and prompted petitions from
the Custom Collecter to review original bids (SRO E777/220/1). A similar problem
beset other fairs in the neighbourhood of Crieff; at Fowlis Wester in 1767 the
Collecters brought in slightly more than half of the roup figure and were prepared
to write off their expenses in collecting the tolls if their roup agreement was revoked
(SRO E777/220/3 (1».
The black cattle which produced the bulk of the custom income in the fairs by the

mid-eighteenth century were the reason for the troubled markets. In the initial
disastrous year of 1761 the Custom Collecter blamed the fall in revenue on the
north and west Highland dealers who arrived in the town and departed before the
Michaelmas Fair, thus evading the tolls (SRO E777/220/1). Subsequent Collecters
also stressed the importance of the cattle to the toll income (SRO E777/220/2;
E777/220/4 (1».
The number of cattle sold in the difficult years after 1760 can perhaps be estimated

if we base our figures around the calculation that 1800 cattle netted £5 Sterling in
custom revenue. The 1761 rent suggests that the sale of over 27,000 beasts was
expected but maybe only around 15,000 were sold, dropping to around 12,000 beasts
by 1770. These estimated figures may not fall far short of the real numbers: in 1772

13,000 cattle - worth £37 in lost custom - passed through the town on their way
to market at Falkirk (SRO E777/220/7 (1».
The MichaelmasFair underwent a noticeable decline in the 1760s, caused by the

growing discontent of the drovers. Curiously, in less than twenty years the blame for
the decline of the Fair was shifted from the Highland drovers to the English dealers
(SRO E777/222/8)! The disenchantment of the drovers may have showed first signs
in the early 1740s when land on the edge of the town at Culcrieff - traditionally used
for grazing drove cattle - was enclosed to form parks, subdivided by inner dykes and
eventually cultivated (SRO E777/60; E777/61/6(1); E777/221/3). By the late 1770s
there were plans to enclose and plant the site of the Fair stance too (SRO E777/222/8).
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Diagram 2. Michaelmas Fair 1758-1772
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Theimpositionof increasedcustomtariffs, however,lay at thecoreof thedrovers'
realgrievances.RevenuedoubledaftertheCustomCollectersexactedatoll oncattle
broughtto the Fair and a new additionaltoll on soldcattle(SROE777/221/1(2È.
This particulartoll most likely led to the boycott of Crieff by the drovers,or the
dealersif the latter were the intendedtargetof the new toll. As late as 1773local
heritorsbelievedthat if lower customrateswerefixed andcollecteddirectly by the
factor, thedeclineof the Fairmight be reversed(SROE777/220/5).

Crieff alsofound it increasinglydifficult to competewith otherfairs. A newcattle
fair wasestablishedat Douneon the day beforethe MichaelmasFair in the 1760s
(SRO E777/320).Inevitably this new fair syphonedbusinessfrom Crieff, forcing
droversto makea deliberatechoiceof marketasthesefairs werenot within a day's
reasonabletravelling distancenor on the sameroute. The Doune fair, however,
probablyhurtStirling'scattletrademorethanCrieff. Underthetermsarrangedwith
the local landowner, the Earlof Moray, no customswerechargeablefor twenty-one
years. The fair was further enhancedby its situation on the main road between
Stirling andFort William; a routeincreasinglyusedafterthe roadwasimproved,by
droversfrom southernInverness-shireandnorthernArgyll asa quickerandcheaper
route to marketsin the south (SRO E777/221/1(2È. At Douneas in the caseof
Crieff, unsoldcattlecould alsobetakenon to Falkirk a few dayslaterfor sale.Fairs
thatfitted in betterwith thetiming of theCarlislemarketbeganto playagreaterrole
in the latereighteenthcentury(E777/221/1(2È). The advantagesof Falkirk andto
a lesserextent-Doune too, was their more southerlysituation and their greater
accessibilityfor homedealersbasedaroundthe growing urbancentresin Central
ScotlandandEnglishdealers.

Falkirk is oftencastin thehistorybooksasanupstartmarketcentrewhichsuccess-
fully hivedoff theAnglo-Scottishcattletradethatoncebelongedto theMichaelmas
Fair at Crieff. The increasedcostof droving, the needto adoptthe quickestroutes
for the English marketsand the numberof English dealerswho travelled north-
w.ards helped to make Falkirk a more convenientand central market (Haldane
1952,137-8).

The Falkirk Tryst washeldon thesecondTuesdayof October,two daysafterthe
Crieff Fair. Haldanesuggestedthatit haddevelopedfrom aninformalagreementby
cattle dealersto meet (Haldane 1952, 138). His suggestionseemsto be correct
becauseneithertheTryst itself nor its approximatedatesarerecordedin theFalkirk
burghcharterswhich datebackto the beginningof theseventeenthcentury(Marwick
1890,53-4).Throughoutits historytheFalkirk Tryst wasneverauthorisedby Act of
Parliamentandremainedan unfreeeventunlike theCrieff Fair. Haldanelookedfor
originsin theearlyeighteenthcentury,shortlyafterthe 1707Union (Haldane1952,
138). By 1716the Tryst washeldon muirlandnearPolmont,probablyencouraged
by theDukeof Hamiltonwho appointedagentsto collecta customtoll. It remained
at this venueuntil it movedto near Rough Castlein the early 1770s,and finally
Stenhousemuirin 1785(Haldane1952, 138-9). In spiteof this documentedhistory
the Falkirk Tryst is omitted from lists of fairs in almanacsuntil the early 1770s
(AberdeenAlmanack1774).

83



The recent study of West Highland family papershas uncovered.evidence.of
Falkirk playinga role in the droving tradebeforethe eighteenthcentury.By 1670
cattlefrom theDunveganEstatein Skyeweretakenasfar southasFalkirk, andover
seventyyearslaterthisestatestill hadassociationswith thetownanditsTryst,aswell
as the MichaelmasFair (Macleod1938,210; Macleodof DunveganMSS, 4/280).
Likewisefrom the1680sdrovesofcattle- sometimes1500strong- wereraisedonthe
Campbellof Cawdorlandsin Islay andtakento Falkirk for pick-upby pre-arranged
buyersorsale(Earl of CawdorMSS,Bundle590/47;Bundle590/41;Bundle484/4).
And in this periodtoo Lochawesidecattleweresold at Falkirk by mainlandArgyll
droversto Englishbuyers(RPC,xiii, 303-4).Thesurvivingrecordsseemto hint that
Falkirk - thoughanunofficial meetingplacefor cattledealers- wasamoreimportant
centrefor thecattletradethanCrieff. Itsseventeenth-centuryimportance,however,
mayhavebeenregionalin character,attractingdroversandtheircattlefrom Argyll
andpartsof theWesternHighlandsasfar northasSkye,andalsoperhapscattlethat
werereadyfor salebeforeautumn.Nevertheless,its mid-waypositionbetweenthe
rapidly growingburghsof GlasgowandEdinburgh,andits closerproximity to Eng-
land,offeredtheprospectto becomethenationalautumnmarketcentreof the future.

Our final taskremainsto placethe Crieff MichaelmasFair andtheFalkirk Tryst
underthewider frameworkof thedrovingtradeandto suggestthedirectionthatfu-
turehistoricalenquirymaytakein a reassessmentof theirimportance.Undoubtedly
bothevolvedout of informal meetingplacesfor cattledealersinto regionalcentres,
and ultimately marketsof nationalsignificance.Speculationthoughit may be, it is
very temptingto view Crieff asa centrewhich mainly servedthe North of Scotland,
andFalkirk asacentrewhich focusedon Argyll andthe WesternHighlands.-

Cattledrovingformedpartof localáandregionaltradingactivity in Scotlandfor at
leasta centurybeforeit developedlinks with southof the Border. In the sixteenth
centurycattlefrom Argyll weretakento theScottishlowlands,andin thenorthcattle
from partsof Skyelike Trotternishweredriven to marketson theScottishmainland
as far away as EasternScotland(Haldane 1952, 14).. Home marketsremained
importantin theseventeenthcentury,but this wasalsoaperiodof tradingexpansion
and links with .marketsin England, initially for Galloway and the Borders,and
eventuallythe ScottishHighlands.Populationgrowth in London, the lowering of
bordercustomdutiesand the introductionof parliamentarylegislationin England
banningthe import of Irish cattle, helped-to foster the Anglo-Scottishcattle trade
(Whyte 1979,237). North of the Bordera corpusof legislationwaspassedby the
Scots Parliamentalso largely designedto promote theádrove cattle trade. The
exclusionof Irish livestockfrom Scottishmarketsin 1666not only protectedhome
producersfrom thebetterquality Irish cattle,but alsocurbedtheillegal transportof
Irish cattle into England.In 1672restrictionson individualsto cattleoutside
Scotlandwere lifted, followed by a Commissionin 1680to encouragethe export
of cattle and other trade with England(Whyte 1979, 237; RPC., vi, 43.1). Cattle
producersanddealersin Galloway,theBordersandtheHighlandsrespondedswiftly
to the new tradingopportunities,openedup by the legislation.In 1667an Inverary
merchantbought200cattle in Islay, intendedfor saleat Carlisle (Earl of Cawdor
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MSS,Bundle590/71).And by the mid-1680stherewerepJansto takeIslay cattleas
far southasEastAnglia or Middlesexif no buyerswerefound at Falkirk (Earl of
Cawdor MSS, Bundle 590/41). At this stageof the proceedingsit is difficult to
concludehowtypical theCawdorCampbelldrovingactivitieswereof WestHighland
landownersin general.The majority of landownersmay haveventuredno farther
souththanFalkirk, preferringto entrust therisksof a trip to Englandto thosewho
knew the Englishroadsandmarketsbetter.By theendof the seventeenthcentury
the Scottishcustomborder toll recordsshow that 30,000cattle passedacrossthe
Border,thoughit is impossibleto estimatethe numbersthatoriginatedin theScot-
tish Highlands(Whyte 1979,240). And by the end of the next centurythe cattle
traffic to Englandclimbed to around100,000beasts- a threefoldincrease- with
around60,000beastsboughtat Falkirk alone(Haldane1952,205).

Laterseventeenth-centuryFalkirk perhapswasmoreimportantthanCrieff asan
Anglo-Scottish cattle market. Under the Earl of Perth's patronagethe Crieff
MichaelmasFairmayhavegrownto overshadowtheFalkirk Trystwhich thenfound
it difficult to re-establishits former positionuntil the secondhalf of the eighteenth
century.Suchascenariowould certainlyfit in witQ ourimpressionof theadaptability
of drovers.Justasthey changedthe methodsof their droving andthe useof drove
roadsto suit the needsof their trade,so too their marketsmay havechangedfrom
time to time to suit the prevailingpolitical, socialandeconomicconditions.In the
earlyyearsof the Anglo-Scottishcattle.tradetheHighlanddroversmayhavechosen
the roadandcountedthe miles to Falkirk, not Crieff!

The ideaof Falkirk asScotland'sleadingcattlemarketin theseventeenthcentury
is attractive,moreso if we arepreparedto baseour judgements.on estatepapersin
contrastto theaccountsof travellers.In any assessmentof Crieff'sandFalkirk's
role in droving history it is imperative that there is a fuller examinationof the
seventeenth-andearlyeighteenth-centuryrecordsof estatesin Inverness-shire,Ross
andCromarty,SutherlandandCaithness- areascertainlydrawnto Crieff in themid-
eighteenthcentury- to establishwhen thesenorthernpartsof Scotlandbecame
involvedin thecattletradeandwheretheir cattlewere WasCrieff theoriginal
terminusfor the North of Scotlandcattleis an importantquestionwhich remainsas
yet unanswered.

Forthis journalit is mostappropriateto endonaNorthofScotlandnotewherethe
key to anyreassessmentof erieff'sseventeenth-centurysignificancemaylie. Thereis
a poementitled, 'Oran Mur Gu'M B'Ann le Drobhair Araid D'A Leannan'- in
Englishtranslatedas'A DroverTo His Swe'etheart'- andis traditionallysungto the
Lowland air Logie 0' Buchan(Morrison 1899, 145). This poemwaspennedcirca
1735by RobDonnCalderor Mackay,afamoáusGaelicpoetandcouldquiteeasilybe
retitled 'TheRoadandtheMiles from Crieff'. It dealswith thepoetmissinghis loved
one and homein the Reay country in north-westSutherland.The sentimentsof
sadnessand regretexpresse_din the poem,thoughfor quite different reasons,may
alsohavebeensharedby theinhabitantsof Crieff in the1770swhentheyrealisedthat
thedaysof theMichaelmasFairandthebusinessit broughtto thetown wasafading
memoryof thepast.
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Easyis mybed, it is easy,
Butit is notto sleepthat I incline;

Thewind whistlesnorthwards,northwards,
Andmythoughtsmovewith it.

More pleasantwereit to bewith thee
In the little glenof thecalves,

Thanto becountingof droves
In theenclosuresof Crieff.

Easyis mybed,&c.
Greatis my esteemof themaiden,

Towardswhosedwelling thenorthwind blows;
Sheis evercheerful,sportive,kindly,

Without folly, without vanity, without pride.
True is herheart- wereI underhiding,

And fifty menin pursuitof my footsteps,
[would find protection,whentheysurroundmemostclosely,

In thesecretrecessof thatshieling.
Easyis mybed, &c.

Oh for thedayfor turningmy facehomeward,
That I mayseethemaidenof beauty:-

Joyful will it beto meto bewith thee,
Fairgirl with the long heavylocks!

Choiceof all placesfor deer-hunting
Are thebrindledrock andtheridge!

How sweetateveningto bedraggingtheslaindeer
Downwardsalongthepiper'scairn!

Easyis mybed, &c.
Dearto mearetheboundariesof theforest;

Farfrom Crieff is my heart;
My remembranceis of thehillocks of sheep,

And theheathsof manyknolls.
Oh for the red-streakedfissuresof the rock,

Where,in springtime, thefawnsleap;
Oh for thecragstowardswhich thewind is blowing-

Cheapwould bemy bedto methere!
Easyis mybed, &c.

Greatis my esteemfor themaiden
Who partedfrom meby thewestsideof theenclosedfield;

Lateyet againwill shelinger in thatfold,
Long afterthekine areassembled.

It is I myselfthathavetakenno dislike to thee,
Thoughfar awayfrom theeam I now.

It is for the thoughtof theethatsleepflies from me:
Greatis theprofit to meof thy partingkiss!

Easyis mybed, &c.
(QuarterlyReview,xlv (1831),371-2)
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Map 1. DunveganDroveRoute1670
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Map 2. ListedFairsandMarkets1632
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Map 3. ListedFairsandMarkets1684
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Map 4. ListedFairsandMarkets1727
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Map S. UnlistedFairsandMarketsAuthorisedby
Seventeenth-CenturyParliamentaryActs
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Map 6. The Drove Roads of Mainland Scotland
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Map 7. SurnameOrigins of DroversPassingthrough CrietT 1771-2
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Map 8. Originsof DroversPassingthroughTombea1771
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