


Photo: Gunilla Blom Thomsen

Photo: Gunilla Blom Thomsen



Edited by Ian Giles



Published in Scotland by  
The Scottish Society for Northern Studies 

 c/o Scandinavian Studies, School of Literatures, Languages and Cultures,  
University of Edinburgh  

50 George Square, Edinburgh EH8 9LH  
www.ssns.org.uk 

© The Scottish Society for Northern Studies and individual contributors 2022  
 

All rights reserved.  
No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or 
transmitted in any form, in any quantity, or by any means digital, electronic, 

mechanical, or otherwise without the prior written consent of the Society and 
appropriate contributors. 

ISBN 978-1-3999-3524-1

Front Cover Image: Photo by FLY:D on Unsplash 
Front Cover Design: Christian Cooijmans 

Typesetting: Laura Kincaid (Ten Thousand)

The Scottish Society for Northern Studies is a registered charity (SC010647) 



 
Contents

Preface	 ix

Introduction	 xi

Ian Giles	  

1.	 A Young Dane Named Bjarne	 1

	 Gunilla Blom Thomsen	
2.	 On a Bench in Edinburgh	 8

	 Jakob Thorup Thomsen	

Representations of Scandinavia
3. 	 Tradition and Innovation: The Function of Ambiguity in  

the Three Scandinavian Runic Conversion Monuments	 15	
Arne Kruse	

4.	 The Zorns in St Ives	 45

	 Helen Robinson	
5.	 A Duel of Shine and Shadow	 56

	 Eric Cain	
6. 	 Bevægelsesdramatik: The Railway Film and the  

Danish and British Documentary Movements	 60

	 C. Claire Thomson	
7. 	 With Gratitude	 87

	 Steinvör Pálsson	
8.	 Winter Afternoons in Buccleuch Place	 88

	 Dana Caspi	



A Literary Lens on Scandinavia
9. 	 Amalie Skram as a Travel Writer	 93

	 Janet Garton	
10.	 Flying Lessons with Bjarne	 116

	 Anna Bohlin	
11. 	 Feminism, Interplay, and Cooperation: A Comparison  

of Selma Lagerlöf ’s ‘Hem och stat’ and Karen Blixen’s 
 ‘En Baaltale med 14 Aars Forsinkelse’	 121

	 Barbara Tesio-Ryan	
12. 	 Selma Lagerlöf ’s Transnational Terrains	 144

	 Lisbeth Stenberg	
13. 	 Olof Högberg’s Analogy for the Colonisation 	  

of the North of Sweden	 147

	 Anders Öhman	

The Many Faces of Denmark
14. 	 The Right Stuff: Gösta Winkler, Akademisk  

Skytteforening, and Churchill’s ‘Danish Demand’	 169

	 John Gilmour	
15. 	 ‘Jeg er ikke bange for dig’: Elements of the (Anti)Hero’s 

Journey in Two Classics of 1970s Danish Children’s 
Literature	 200

	 Guy Puzey	
16.	 On the Right Frequency	 220

	 Charlotte Berry	
17.	 Rewriting the Homeland – Danish Islands: Real,  

Imagined, and Between the Lines	 225

	 Henk van der Liet	
18.	 Our Nordic Neighbours: The Present State of  

the Danish Community in Scotland	 256

	 Ruairidh Tarvet	



Understanding Scandinavia
19.	 Small Countries, Media, and Cosmopolitan Thinking	 273

	 Dominic Hinde	
20.	 The Right Time for a Dane to Cross the North Sea	 278

	 Ian Giles	
21.	 Bjarne’s Quiet Wisdom	 315

	 Julie Larsen	
22.	 Anger and Hypocrisy in Vigdis Hjorth’s Et norsk hus –  

Is Alma Complicit?	 317

	 Anja Tröger	
23.	 What Have the Romans Vikings Ever Done For Us?:  

A ‘Postcard’ on How Studying Literature and  
Mythology Equips You for a Career in Politics	 342

	 Fiona Twycross	

A Life in Print
24.	 Moving Currents: A Note of Appreciation	 349

	 Laura Alice Chapot	

Bibliography of Bjarne Thorup Thomsen	 353

Notes on Contributors	 361 


